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STATES GENERAL 
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To the 
DECLARATIONS 


Of the KING of GREAT BRITTAIN. 
He States Generall 


6 of the United Provinces of the Low Coun- 
ff ireys, To all to whom theſe thall come Gret- 
iug. The hopes we had hitherto that 
Our continual ſeeking of Peace would in 
time prove more ſucceſsfull; And thatthe 
reiterated inſtances of the Princeof Or 

Should at laſt carryeit abovethe Arts whi 

have been uſed againſt us, have kept us from publishing ſooneran 

Anſwer to the Declaration of Warr of his Majeſty of Great Brit- 
tain ; Being unwilling to encreaſe the feud, or to let the whole 
World ſee at what rate ſo great a King hath been abuſed, by the 
publishing in his Name of a Manifef# wherein Truth is what hath 
been leaſt aimed at, and which is all full of things that deſerve ſo 
little to bearin the front ſo 11luſtrious a name. | 

Burt fince all our Endeavours, as well as thoſe of the Prince of 

Orange., have prov'd fruitleſs, and that our moſt earneſt ſuites are 
not only rejeed with ſcorne, but are alſa look'd uponas Inju= 
ryes, as It appears by the exceptions that have been taken at the 
reſpeQfull Letter we had written to his faid Majeſty, the 
care. We are bound to have of our o—_ and whatwe owe. = - 
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Subjeds, doth not give us leave to deferr any longer the laying of 
our Innocence open, and to make known to all Exropethe Juſtice 
of our Armes, which we'l be alwayes ready to lay down as ſoon as 
the violence of our Enemyes $hall ceaſe , as we did not takethem 
up but out oF an unavoidable neceſſity. 

Howbeit before we go further, we think it neceſſary to deſire 
his Majeſty of Great Britain to be _—_ that our intention is 
not to offend his Royall Perſon, for which we have ever had, 
and will ſtill have, all imaginable ReſpeR, — the ſtrengrh of 
truth doth conſtrain us to dizown moſt of what his Miniſters 
have perſuaded him to averre, 

We do alſo deſire all thoſe of the Englich Nation, into whole 
hands theſe may come, toread them with an impartiall mind, and 
to ſeek only the truth in them, without conſidering it coms from 
Enemyes , ſince we bear that title with much regret, and that we 
defire nothing more earneſtly than to ſee our ſelves united again 
with a Nation, te which we are linked by the ſacred Bond the 


ſame Religion; belidesajoint intereſt in (everall other reſpeRts. 


PC 


English Declaration. | 


E have been ahways ſo 244- 
wW lous for the Quiet of Chri- 
fendom , and ſo careful not to In- 
wade any other Kingdom or State, 
that We hope the World will do 
Us the Fuſftice to believe , that it is 
nothing but mmevitable neceſſity 
forceth Us to thereſolution of tak» 
ing up Arms. 

Immediately upon Our Reſtau- 
ration to Oicr Crowns , the firſt 
work We undertook , was the efta= 
blishing of Peace, and the ſetling 
a good Correſpondence between Us 


. and Our Neighbours; and inpar- 


— 


ANSWER. 


E never intended to call in 
queſtion the peaceable and 
generous intentions of the King 
of Great Brittain , and we are 
enough perſwaded that ull the 
miſunderſtanding that hath been 
between us fince his Reſtoration, 
hath proceeded onely from the 
Counſells of ill affe&ted Perſons. 
But by reaſon that to what con- 
cerns the Perſon of his Majeſty , 
(which we do not gainſay ) they 
add ſeverall groundleſs accuſations 
relating to —_— » A shortand 
faithfull account of what hath 
| ticular 
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ticular Our care was , to conclude 
aftrift League with the States Ge- 
neral of the United Provinces, 
upon ſuch equal Terms , as would 
certainly not have been broken, 
if any obligations could have 
kept them within the bound: of 
Friendſhip or Fuſtice., 

This League was maintained 
imuielable on Our part. But inthe 
year 1664 we were ſtirred ap by 
the Complaints of Our People, and 
the unanimous Vote of Both Our 
Houſes of Parliament , finding it a 
vain attempt to endeavour the proſ- 
perity of Oar Kingdoms by peace= 
. able ways at home , whilſt Our 
Subje&s were ſtill expoſed to the In- 
juries and Oppreſſions of thoſe Sra= 
res abroad. 

That whole Summer was ſpent 
in Negotiations and endeavours on 
Our fide , to bring them toreaſona- 
ble Terms, which notwithſtandi 
all We could do, proved at lengt 
meffeftual; for the more we pur- 
ſued them with friendly Propoſi= 
tions , the more obſtinately they kept 
off from agreeing with us, 

Upon this enſued the War inthe 
year 1665. and continued to the 
gear 1667. in all which time Our 
Viffories and their Loſſes were me- 
morable enough , to put them in 
mind of being more F wag fo 
their Leagues for the future. But 
in ſtead oF that , the Peace was no 


ce 


pals'd moſt conſiderable before 
the Treaty of Breds, will ſuffici- 
ently demonſtrate which of both 
Partyes hath moſt endeavoured 
to preſervea fair Correſpondence, 
and who have ſought Peace with 
the greateſt reallity and zeale. 
When his Majeſty of Great 
Brittain was miraculouſly called 
again by his SubjeQs to the go- 
vernement of his Kingdoms , 
he was pleaſed to make choice of 
| one of our Towns to receive 
'the Deputyes that were ſent 
to him, and ſtayd with us 
till all things were ready for his 
tranſportation. During the ſaid 
time we endeavoured to give him 
all poſhible demonſtrations of our 
reſpect to his Perſon, and of the 
fervent deſire, we had to purchace 
his friendship, and to preſervethe 
ſame inviolable. And what we 
did in that reſpe& prov'd ſo ac- 
ceptable to his Majeſty, and did 
ſo farr perſuade him of the ſince- 
ty of ourintentions, that he was 
preg to acknowledge it much 
ond what we expected, and 
allured us, with the moſt oblig- 
ing expreſſions , that he was re- 
ſolved and did earneſtly deſireto 
enter With our State jintoa ſtrifter 
Alliance than any 6f his Prede- 
ceſſors had done; an? that hedid 


hope his Reſtoration would be of 
no leſs advantage to the Inhabi= 
Az; rants 
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tants of our Provincesthan to his| ſooner made, but they returned to 
own Subjeds ,- and that they | their uſual cuſtom of breaking 
Should all taſte the fruits of it| Articles , and ſupplanting Our 
with an equall fatisfation : Add-' Trade. 
ing to this, that he should 'not 
without jealouſy ſee us prefer the friendship or alliance of any 
other Prince before his. Severall generall propoſals and projets 
of Treatyes were made even at that time; after wich we ſent a 
ſolemne Embaſly to put an end to what had beenalready propoſed, 
and to offer on our part all that was both reaſonable and feaſable 
Butour Embaſſadours were no ſooner arrived but they perceived 
agreat alteration inthe mind and inclinations of his ſaid Majeſty, 
and found that ſome ill affeted perſons had poſſeſs'd him againſt 
us, ſince he had left the Hague; So that in ſtead of concluding the 
Alliance which he had propoſed to us Himſelf, he began to fide with 
other Princes againſt us. Andin particular though the warr we had 
with Portugal was moſt juſt and moſt warrantable, yet he openly 
wards to breake with us, if we did ſeeke any longer, by 
way of armes , a reparation of the wrongs we had received from 
that Crowne. | 

In the mean time our Embaſſadours did not intermit their in- 
ſtances, and preſ&d with all poſlible zeal for the concluding of a 
{triter Alliance with the Crown of England : But after ſeveral. 
objeRions and difficultyes raiſed by that Court, upon the Arti- 
cles which our Embaſſadours had propoſed, in conformity ofthe 
Project that had been made, whhileſt his Maj. was ſtill at the Hague; 
The Comiſſionners with whony they treated offered them ar laſt, 
after above a years delay , the Treaty which was concluded in 
the year 1654 with Cromwel; And this Treaty could not be con- 
firmed neither, but with much difficultye and trouble, and with 
the addition of ſeverall points, that made it more diſavantagious 
to us than the very Treaty of 1654. 

At laſt, having overcome all thoſe difficultyes, and given to 
the King of Great Britain ſo clear proofs of the lingular eſteem 
we had ofhis friendsip, wethought thereby to have laid the foun- 
dation of a firmeand durable Peace, and did hopethe English Mi= 
niſters would have contributed on their part, as we did on ours , to- 

exting- 
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| extinguish the Jeaſt ſparks of diſcord 3 But the Treaty was 


no ſooner concluded but they begun to renew and ſet on 
foot certain pretenſions, that were regulated in general by the 
Treaty, but not perteRtly ended : And whileſt the Embgfladour 
Downing made a great noiſein the Hagne, of a few groundlels de- 


.mands of ſome private Merchants, they ſent a Fleet ro poſſeſs them- 


ſelves of ſeverall Places belonging to us upon the Coaſt of Guin , 
and of all the New Netherland, ; And that inthe middſt of a ſettled 
Peace, without a previous declaration of Warr, and without any 
denyall on our part to give them fatisfaRion upon any complaint 
they had made; And atterwards they ſ#iz'd all our Merchant Ships 
that fail'd along their Coaſt. 

Theſe exceſles were followed by a Declaration of War , during 
which we may truely fay , we never refuſed to hearken to any 


. ouerture of peace that was made to us either by Princes and 


States, or by any _ EY perſons; —_ to the contrary we 
let no opportunity lip of making overtures of peace our ſees, upon 
the lea glimpſe of hopes it might be done with ſucceſs; Having in 
order to that kept our adeur in England, during the beſt 
of the warr, and having ftill ſince his comming away offered 
m timeto time to his Majeſty of Great Britain, the very Alter- 
native upon which peace was at laſt concluded (which was either 
to keep what had conquered on either fide, orto reſtore all 
reciprocally) without ſeeking to make any advantage of the con- 
junGion of Frence , which had then declared in our behalfe.- | 
All this doth ſufficiently shew how zealous we have alwayes 
been for peace; And even without any other proofe , one may 
ealily imagine we'l ever be defirous of what is the true foundation 
of the happineſs of our Countrey, asit is the ſupport ofour Trade. 
All thoſethatarein any meaſure acquainted whith the ſtate of our 
affaires, cann't but know that a warr by Sea, ſuch as this we are en- 
aged in now, 15 of all rocks that which at all times we'l avoid 
whith the greateſt care; andthat nothing but an inevitable ne- 
cellity can bring us to the taking up of armes; In caſe they will 
but graunt us never ſo little prudence and wifdome, although they 
would not owne wee keep our Treatyes (as we may truely fay we 
have ever done) out of a principle of conſcience .and honour. 
; And 


_— — CO CO ———————_— Ry h— 


($) 
And therefore the proofs, wich England doth inſtancein , of onr 
 averſeneſſe to Peace, and of the perpetuall infraction of our Treas 
tyes, muſt needs carry a ſtrong demonſtration with them, to make 
good a Paradoxe that is ſo much againſt all ſenſe andreaſon. Let 
usthen examine in order thoſe pretended Infreions, and ſee how 
-farrthe Compilers of the Manzfeft doc make it appeare we have vio- 


lated thepeace of Breda. 


Or inſtance, The States were 
particularly engaged in an Ar- 
. ticle of the Treaty at Breda, to 
ſend Commiſſioners to Us at Lon» 
don , about the Regulation of our 
Trade in the Eaſt-Indies ; But they 
were ſo far from doing it upon that 
obligation, that when We ſent over 
Our Ambaſſadour to put them in 
mind of it , he could not in three 
gears time get from them any ſatiſ- 
ſation in the material Points , 
nor a forbearance of the Wrongs 
which Our. Subjefs received in 


= firſt infraQtion they come 

plain of, and which in. all 
likely hood ought to be very con- 
fiderable ſince it leads thevann, 
hath four ſeverall branches, T. 
That we. were bound by the a- 
forcſaid Treaty of Breda toſend 
Commiſſioners to London to re« 
gulate the Eaſt - India trade ; 
which we have not done. 2, That 
this forc'd the King of Great Brit- 
tain to ſend us an Embaſſadour 
to put usin mind of what we had 
PG 3. T hat the ſaid Em- 


ſſadour could not in three years. 


thoſe parts. 
time get from usany fatisfation 


in the materiall points , nor 4 aforbearance of the wrongs which 
the ſubjes of his ſaid Majefty received in thoſe parts. 

Whereupon we cann't but take notice that this, in all probability, 
is the firſt © Harifeſt inthe world that ever began with an Article, 
whereof every part is a meer ſuppoſition, and wherein, of all the 
matter of FaCt that is alledged , there is not the leaſt point agreable to 
truth; For 1. let the whole Treaty of Breda be read and examined 
with care, no clauſe will be found whereby either in expreſſe or 
equivalent termes, we were bound to ſend Comiſſioners to London; 
much lefle to ſend any thither for the Regulation of the Eaſt - India 
Trade, which is not ſo much as mentioned in all the Treaty. 


Which makes us wonder at the ſurpriſing boldnefle of thoſe who 
dare 
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dare publish and averr in the fighr of all Europe athing which doth 
confuce-ie ſelf, and the falſehood whereof may be evinc'd by pro- 
ducing onely the very Treaty,they do quote and ground themſelves 
upon.-::2. How is itpoſſiblethe King of Great Britain$hould ſend 
us an, Ambaſſadour to put us in mindof that which'never was, and 
which we could not haye promiſed, ſince it hadnotbeen ſo much 
as. ſpoken of? 3. What efſentiall points could have-been moved 
u; on an imaginary clau'e and engagement; and there being no- 
thiog in- that reſpet agreed upon by the Treaty of Breda, what 
fatistaQtion could they demand trom us?  . 4, We may with fince= 


tity. and truth aftirme, that hitherto we have not heard that our 


Ez{i-India Company, fincethelaſt Peace, hath doneany wrong to, 
or committed any violence againſt the ſubjeRsof the King of Great 


Brictain,and withall that his Embaſladour never complain'd to us of 


it in theleaſt , which undoubtedly he would havedoneif there had 
been any ground for it. But rodemonſtrate further the injuſtice of 
this Complaiot and how ill grounded it is, we are aſſured from 
good hands, that the Committee of the English Eaſt- India Come 
pany having been defired by the Court to bring in their grievances, 
[with a Liſt of the injuryes they had received in the Indyes fince 
the Treaty of Breda; they anſwered in writing they had received 


. none. : 


. But what is little lefs ſurpriſing than all the reſt, is that they 
lay to,our charge to have violated the Treaty of Bredgin relation 
of the Ea/i= India Trade, which is not mentioned init, inſtead of 
returning us thanks for what we have done in that reſpe&, withour 
being bound to''t by any Treaty,” and meerely to let the King and 
all che.-Enghzb Nation ſee at what rate we were willing to purchace 
and to prelerve their friendship, In few words the thing was 
thus. 

The Peace which was treated of at Breda being much deſired 
by the greateit part of Europe, and the time being too $hort te 
enter into a particular Negotiation for a Treaty of Marine between 
England and us ;: it was agreed to make uſe proviſionally of that 
which we had concluded with France intheyear 1662 beginning 
from the 26. Articleto the 4.2. incluſively ; it being reſolved at the 
ſametimethat, after the Peace concluded , Commiſſioners _ 
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be choſen on both ſides to agree upon a more particular regula. 
tion of Marine, for thereciprocall eaſe and convenience of the Mer- 
chants of both Nations; Which kind ot Treatyes beingonely to 
determine the Countraband Goods, and to prevent the interrup- 
tion, which Warr commonly cauſeth in the Trade of Neutrall Na. 
tions, is altogether different from a regulation of I rade in the 
Eaſt-Indyest, Moreover the Winter following England having 
deſigned the preſervation of the Spanish Netherlands, and having 
Jent us Sir Williem Temple to enter into a Negotiation with us in 
order to it, we concluded in a little time three ſeverall I'reatyes 
with him. viz. the one a Defenſive League between Us; Theot 
for the defenſe of the Low Countreys, which afterwards was called 
the Triple Alliance; and the third an abſolute Treaty of Marine, 
which was concluded on the Zof February 1658, and whi« h left 
no room for the nomination ot the Commiſſioners , that had heen 
ſpoken of at Breds, fincethis Treaty had ſerrled what chey should 

ve treated about, and that there was nothing to be added ton 

ormall and abſolute Regulation. 

After the concluſion of this Treaty , ſome Englizh Merchants 
did repreſent to the Court, that ſome Articles of it were doubr/ull 
and impraQicable ; whereupon Sir William Temple delivered us a 
Mecmoriall, dated the 25 of Novemb. 1668, without mentioning 
therein the Es#-India T rade, and on the firſt of Decemb. fo'low- 
Ing he,gave our Commiſſioners two Articles of the Treaty of Ma» 
rine which were complained of , and added ro them four Articles 
more, to be asa rule between the two Companys in their Egft- India 
Trade, bnt which in cruth were meer demandsthe Englizb Come 
pany made for their private advantage. Waereupon we muſt not 
omit, that neither in the Memorialls which the ſaid Embafſadour 
gave us, nor inallthe Conferences he had with our Deputys, he 
never mentioned in the leaſt the Treaty of Breds, anddid never 
ground his Demands either upon the ſaid Treaty or upon any other 
engagement or obligation on our part. 

-. The whole was imparted to our Aſſembly on the very ſame day; 
Wheze after a ſerious debate, although we might haverefuſcd to 
make any. alteration in a Treaty which hid been Concluded and 


Raifyed in theuſuall forms ; That withall as to what related tothe 
| ; Ar- 
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Articles which the English Exſt-india Company had procur'd to 
be delivered to ut, we were not bound by ay Treaty , or other 
engagement ta enter with them into a regulation of the Ez/t- 
Indis Trade, much leſs ro grant them ſeverall points which were 
all for their private advantage , without any poſbbility for. us to 
reap reciprocally the leaſt benefit of thefaid regulation, which was 
alſo direfily contrary tothe Laws generally received in, and rothe 
common uſe of rhe Indyes: And laſtly, that they complained of 
no wrong ( as indeed they could not have doneit with any Juſtice) 
done to them by our Company ; And thus had ſo muchtheleſs 
cauſe to urge for a more particular regulation, whileſt chere was no 
neceſſity for it: Yer we thought fit to paſs by all thoſe Conſiders 
tions. and to give to his Majeſty of Great &rirtgin and toall the 
Englub Nation this new proof of the ſingular eſteem we had of their 
friendship, and of our defire to rye the knot of our Union yet. 
faſter, and ro make ir, if it were poſſible, indiſſoluble, Upon 
which ground we ordered our Commiſhoners to preparean Anſ- 
wer to the Propoſills of the aforetaid Embaſſadour, and toconferr 
with him in order to a ſpeedy concluſion of that work. Andall 
wecan ſay in generall of the ſaid Negotiation , the particulars whers- 
of woulJ be too tedious fdr thoſe that arenor verſed in thoſe mat- 
ters, is that of four princſpall Points which were propoſed | 
the fail Embailadour, we granted and agreed upon three; 'an 
without reqeRing the fourth, we onely defired a further clearing 
of lome - mbiguous Clauſes, one of the Articles contained, which 
inſtead of ſettling a good” correſpondence between the twoCome 
pany's, might have occaſioned new debates , and have proved of 
dangerous conſequence. 

And the better to evidence how deſirous we were to give alt 
polhble fatisfatiop to England , being ſenſible that the Letters 
which were written on both ſides, did not ſufficiently clear alf 
doubts, we ſent the Sieur Yan Beuningen chiefly to puranendto 
the faid Treaty between the two Companyes. 'But whether the 
Englich Mioiſters, who were appointed to treate with him as 
Commiſhoners, were unwilling to explain themſelves more pare 
ticularly upon the ambiguous Clauſes whereof a further clearing 
vas demanded, leaſt they should diſcover the unjuſt ſenſe where- 
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ni they intended to take + afterwards; Or that they were 
afraid leaſt the concluſion: of that Treaty should have united more: 
ſtrily both Nations , and ſo might have prov'd a new obſtacle: 
to the Warr they already defign'd at that time, thefaid Van Beus 


4 


vingen could obtain no /politive anſwer upon what he defired , 
and came back without = _— made in |his Negotiation; 
1 


which could not be renew 


n 


ce by reaſon of the miſunderſtand. 


ing which ſtill encreaſed from.that time, unto the breaking our: 


ot.the Warr. 


T” the Weſt-Indies they went a 
little farther ; For by an Article 
#n the ſame Treaty, we were tore- 
fore Surinam: #nto their hands , 
and þy' Articlesupon the place con- 
firmed by that Treaty , they were 
m0: give Liberty . to: all Our Sub- 
fefs in that Colony, to Tranſport 
themſelyes and their Eſtates mto 
@ny other of Oar: Plantations. In 
Prrſuance of this Agreement , We 

kwered. up the Place, arid yet 
they derajned all Our Meninition- 
ely Major Baniſter they ſent away 
Priſaner , for but deſiring toremo» 
Ve according to the Articles. Or, 
Ambaſſadour complaining of this 
hybawnoury afier two years ſollici- 
tzon. _—— re} a the 

rſormance of thoſe Articlts:s Bus 
= Ile ſent;Commiſſioners , and 
io Ships ro bring:Our. ev away) 
the Hollanders. (according totbeir 4 


ormer. praflice in the buſineſs of \ 


Paleroon. for, aboue fourty years 
Fogerber), ſent private Orders con- 


gm is a Colony upon the 

Coaſt of Guiana in Americs, 
which did belong to the Enplishy 
and which ſome Ships we had ſent 
thirher , maſtered during thelate 
Warr on the 6. of March 1667, 
N.8. 

Ar the taking of it, our Offi» 
cers granted to the Inhabirants a 
Capitulation, wherein amongſt 
other things it was expreſſed, that 
whenever any of the {aid Inhae 
bitants $hould have a mind to 
remove out of the Colony , they 
Should have leave to ſell their E- 
ſtates, and that in ſuch caſe the 
Governor.$hould rake-care for 
their - tranſportation , together 
with theireffeQs, at a reaſonable 
rate. ; [275 
Aﬀer we had had the ſaid 
Colony ſome Months in ourpoſ- 
feſhon, the! Englizh forces con« 
quer'd- it -again: But as by the 


Treaty: of ' Breda it was agreed 
to ſurrender .zeciprocally , -and 
trans» 
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tradiflory to thoſe POE. + rransferr to'each other all right 
to Us m publick; and ſotbe onely | of Soveraighety” to the Places 
effet# of -Our Commiſſioners jour- |'which were poſlels'd on either 
ney thither,was pnpanngyne fide:on; the -19 May 1667, aad 
few of the pooreſt of | Our Subjefts, | that-we were then yet inpollelk- 
and the 'Prayers/ and Crys of the | on of Surinam \, the faid Colony 
moſt conſiderable and weal:bixfſ+ | did belong to us, and wasto' be 
of them , for relief out of nhat Cap-| reſtored; us by'the Treaty afore- 
fivity. Afier this , We made Our | ſaid; Asit was at laſt (after long 
Complaints by Our Letter i'Au- | delays,, and many. reiterated in- 
guſt laſt to rbe- States General, Bances from us)? by virtue ofan 
wherem We deſired an Order to | Order of the King of Great Brit- 
ther Governours there , for the full | tain dated the 8. of July.1668. 
obſervance of thoſe Articles; yet to| Being thus poſſels'd again of 
this time We could .ntver recerue.| the ſaid Place, one Baniſter who 
one' word of anſmer or ſatisfac=/ commanded there at the tmeour 
rien, | Officers brought-thelaſt order of 
the King of England for the reſth= 
tution of it, declared to our Governour, that he intended to 
leave the Colony and enjoy the benefit of the aforeſaid Capitula» 
tion; Which indeed he might lawfully do. But not being fatis- 
fyed with demanding for himſelf what would not have been de- 
nyed him , he ated as if he had been ſtill Governour of the Co» 
lony , 'and demanded in a very high manner the ſame permiſſioh 
in the name of ſeverall Flanters, as their Deputy and thereunto by 
them authoriſed. Whereupon the Governour aforefaid being in- 
formed that the ſaid Baniſter did night andiday-caballe in the Cos 
lony, and uled in a ſeditious manner both promiſesahd threats r6 
aſſociate ro him as many ashecould ,; and engagethemto po away 
with him; And looking upon ſuch a' carriage as directly con» 
trary to the Soverainety which had been transferr'd to us by 
the Treaty of Breds , by virtue whereof all the Inbabitahes of 
the ſaid Colony were become our SubjeRs , and conſequehtly 
could not meet together, nor a as a body without ourleave , 
much lefs ro make themſelves Heads of Party's and' to: Caballe 4« 
gainſt our Intereſt, asthe ſaid Baniſter had done, our ſaid Gover= 
nour not thinking ht to pugjsh him himſelf , ſent himro us to in- 
| B 3 | {lit 
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fit pon him what OF" fe. we Should think convenient, 
Upon his arrivall Sir Wiliam Temple having ſpoken to us in his 
f, we granted him his liberty ; And the Inhabi- 
tantsof Surinam , by their being become our SubjeRs, had loſt all 
- right of I —_—_ to .avy other Authority but our 
own, and ſo, that no ign Prince could with auy Juſtice 
make himſelf Judge of any former Capitulation ; Our SubjeRs 
having no kwfull way to go out of our Territorys but by asking 
our leave, which alſo we may affirme, never to have denyed ro 
any ofthe |nhabitansof thar Colony rhat have applyed themſelves 
to usor to our Officers: Yertolet his Majeſty of Greet Brittain ſee 
how ready we weretocomply with him,and how farr we were from 
deſigning to uſe our new ſubjeRs with any rigour, or to deny to 
"them the leaſt of the Priviledges which were promiſed them 
in our name, we conſented ro enter with his Majeſty's Embaſla« 
dour into a Negotiation upon the faid matter, and ro rcgulate 
with him the manner how the aforeſaid Capitu'ation should be 
execured. Upon this ſeverall difficulryes did ariſe; | he Court 
of d endeavouring to ſtrainethe words of the Capitulation 
beyond their true ſenſe, thereby to deſtroy as much as th-y could 
our ſaid Colony, and asking every day ſome what new; whileſt 
the intention ofthoſe that govern'd was not ra compoſe differences 
in an amicable way, bur rather to leave ſtill, whith much art, 
ſome ſeed of diſſenſion, thereby to have an opportunity of mas» 
king a noiſe, and by their falſe Complaintes to perſuade the Ems 

glisb Nation, we were ſtrange Tyrants who kept their-Countr 
men in a Barbarous Captivity , without being moved by their. 

Prayers and Crycs : Whereas we maytrucly ſay that exceptin 

Baniſter, we have heard of no Englighman at Surinam that ha 
defired to remove, without being thereunto induced either through 

the promiſes or Threats of ſome of the Agents from England. 

The firſt difficulty was concerning the Slaves, which Baniſter, 
with his aſſociates, did pretend they might carry off, and take 
along with them, by virtue of the Capirulation; although ir be 
plaine borh' by the words of the Capitulation aforeſaid, and by 
the teſtimony of our Officers that Gigned it, that no ſuch Privy 


ledge had been granted to them, Buratlaſt to oblige as much as 
F we 
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wee were able his Majeſty of Grear Brittaim, weyeilded that point ; 
and conſented to what his ſaid Majelty deſired of us, how preju» 
diciall ſoever the thing was to us 

But-as the intention of the Courtof England was onely , _ 
to deſtroy our Colony , or te force us to deny them ſome what t 
might give thema pretence of complaigning of us, though never ſo 
unjuſtly ; they did not think to have done their work by carryin 
away from us a very greatnumber of Slaves ; and foreſeing we wou 
not be long without buying new ones in ſtead of them, they 
thought upon a new way to deſtroy our Sugar works, which 
they were forced to leave behind , and defired afrerwards they 
might carry away the(oppers and ether neceſſary Utenſils for the 
making of Sugar; although in the common acceptation , through 
all che Colonies of America , and by the manner they were 
faſten'd and fixed, they were properly apart of the Sugarworks 
and therefore not tranſportable in their nature. This demand 
was ſo unreaſonable and fo forreigne to all that was ſpecified 
in the Capnulation, that wee bad but too much caule wholy tore» 
jet ir. Burſtill ro demonſtrate what value we did ſet upon the 
friendship of the King of Great Brittaim, and how farr we were 
willing to condelcendeven to all his deſires, we did likewiſe give 
way toit. 

Beſides this, they deſired they might ſend Emglsb Ships for the 
tranſportation of ſuch as should be minded to leave the Colony , in 
hopesthat this ſending might enyage thoſe togo oft, that had not 
deſigned ir; not to reje&t the invitation of ſo Great a King by 
ſuffering the Ships, he ſent them ar his owne charge , to rerurne 
empty. T heſelittle Arts were notunknown tous. And although 
this demand was direQly contrary to the Lawes and to the praRice 
of all Coloniesin America, where no Prince or State do ſufferany 
Ships bur their owne to come to any Plantation they do reſpe&i- 
vely poſſeſs; and that withall it was expreſfely agreed by 'the Ca- 
pitulation, that our Goverriour should furnish with Ships (at a 
moderate rate) ſuch inhabitants as would remove out of 
the. faid Colony : yer we once more paſs'd by all thofe conf» 
derations, and granted it as we had done all the reſt; 

But by reaſon they fearedſhill, the ſending of the Ships might 

not 
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tiot have the ſucceſs they expeR-d, unleſs they didfend arthe ſary 
time ſometruſty Agents, to give the ſame a greater Reputation, 
and toendeavour underhand to perfuade the _—_ inhabitants ro 
poaway with them ;\ they preſs*d that they might name ComiſF o- 
myers to carry the Orders we ſent to our Gouvernovur (in confors 
mity to w hat we had granted to his Majeſty of Great Britten) 
and to be preſent at the executing of them. This we granted them 
alſo , and defired'onely they would make choice of ſuch perſons as 
were untoncerned, 'and well meaning, to the end. all things might 
be fairly ended, and with murtuall fatisfaftion. Buthow rationall 
and how juſt foever this our requeſt was; the Emglish Court infi- 
Ned upon the' often mentioned Baniſter to be the chief perſon of 
this Embaſſy : And being reſolved on our part togive the higheſt 
proofs of our condeſcention , we oppos'dit no longer; although 
we had ſomuchcauſetoſuſpeR him. | 

A finall ead wasputto this Negotiation by our Miniſters in Eng» 
land; And the laſt orders we ſent '0 our Governour were agreed 
upon between the late Secretary Trevor and them, much againft 
the expeRation of the other English Miniſters, who did not. think 
we could have been brought to part with ſo much of our right, 
nor grant ſo many things we were not bound to and which were ſo 
prejudiciall to us.” But as the ſecrer Reaſo.is and Motives which kept 
the faid Miniſters from perfeRing the private treaty between the 
the Eaft-India Companys, which was ſo farr advanced, made 
them feare likewiſe leaſt the buſineſs of Surinam Should be amica- 
bly ended, neither of them agreeing with the meaſures they had 
Jately taken at /Dover , where the Court had:gone: to receive the 
Dutcheſfſe'of Orleans, they werenot in the leaſt pleaſed with what 
the ſaid Secretary Trevor had done, and began to think of meanes 
to ſtop the execution of it ; without remembring then the Prayers 
and the Crys of thoſe poor ſubjets who (ſay they in their Manife#) 
long forreliefout of their Captivity, - 

Inorder to that, not daring to fall openly upon.the ſaid Secre» 
"tary, nor to impeach him themſelves; they referr'd the agreement 
he had made'to the Scrutiny of the: Council of. Plantations ,”ro 
ſee whether they could not find ſomewhat el{e rodemand , beyond 
what he h{d obtained from us; And in truth their Policy was 2 
| ſuccel- 
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ſucceſsful! that if Benifer himſelf, as partiallas he was, had noe 
declared to the faid Councell that he was fatisfyed with what we 


| had granted, and had not expreſs'd with ſome heat his impatience 


of going away » our Orders would not have been accepted of, and 
they would have made new demands to us before they had diſ- 
patch'd the ſaid Baniſter. 

Y<t to perplex the thing with new ditficultyes, they gave B«- 
niſfter as ample a Commiſſion, as if the Colony of Surinam had not 
belonged to us with right of Soveraignety, with ſeverall cJauſes 
which shewed plainly that their intention and defign wasto force . 
a denya)l from us ; Having even ( by an unheard of proceeding ) 
named, at the recommendation and choice of Baniſter, five of our 
Subjects in Surinem, to be Commiſſioners from and by order of 
the King of Great Brittsin. Our Miniſtersin Exg/nd having had 
notice of it, were infinitely ſurpriſed, and expreſs'd highly theix 
reente!.\ent: Whereupon the abovenamed Secretary Trevor, who, 
as it hath appeared fince, had no $hare 1n their Counſells , being 
ſenſible that the overthrowing ofall that had been done, was what 
the other Miniſters dil moit delire ;. made ſeverall inſtances to 
our faid Miniiiers topaſle by the juſt Conſiderations they might 
have, andeven to grant to Baniſter a Letter of recommendation , 
wherein they should perſuade our Governor to execute his Or» 
dirs bona fide, without taking exception at ſuch circumſtances as 
might be irrezular, Whichar laſt they granted him by a kind ofim- 
plicite faith, and out the ſtrong perſuaſion they had of his integrity. 
Which is very tarr from ſending private Orders c6rradiQory to tho- 
ſe we had owned in publick , as is here laidto our charge againſt all 
truth, and with «slitzle ground as what they add concerning Polerone 

After all thoſe delays, wherof we were not the cauſe, the 
Enplub Ships at laſt went away , and arrived at Surinam on the 19, 
of Jaguary 1671, where the Commiloners were received with 
all imaginable civility. And all we can fay in few words, con- 
cerning what paſs'd between them ard qur Governour, isthat on 
his part there was nothing forgotten that might oblige the Englich - 
Nation, he having gone much beyond what might have heenex= 
pected of him, and what the Orders that were agreed upon with 
England required. But as to the Commiſſioners their whole 
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carriage, was a perpetuall mixture of unreaſonable paſſion, ground- 
leſs complaints and unjuſt demands, as if they had had no other 
deſign than to breed a miſunderſtanding between the two Nations : 
They having withall endeavoured by all poſſible means todeſtroy 
our Colony , againſt the allegiance of thoſe amongſt them that | 
were our Subje&s; Againſt the promiſes which Baniſter had in 
particular made to our Miniſters in England; And laſtly, againſt 
the engagement of the King of England himſelf, and his Royal 
word which he had often given to us of the contrary. But by 
reaſon the proof of all this would take too much time, we have 
ordered the publishing ofthe Journall of our Governour with his 
Anſwer to the Proteſt, the aforefaid Commiſſioners leſt with him 
when they went away; to let the whole World ingenerall, and 
| in particular the Eng/rsh Nation, ſee the notorious falshood of 
| what is laid to our charge , and the _— of the carriage 
| of our Officers, as well as the ſincerity of our Intentions, 
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= it 3s no wonder that they wven- | Py the pretended OQutra- 
ture at theſe Outrages upon Our ges committed againſt the 


Swbjetts in remote parts » when they 
dare be ſo bold with Oar Royal Per- 
ſon, and the Honour of this Nation 
ſo near Us, as in their own Coun- 
trey , there being ſcarce a Town 
within their Territories , that is not 
filled with abuſive Piftures, and 
falſe Hiſtorical Medals & Pillars: 
ſome of which have been expoſed to 
the publick view by command of the 
States themſelves, and in the very 
time when we were joyned with them 
#n united Councels for the ſupport of 


King of Great Brittain his Sub. 
jets , in remote yy they 
come now to ouraffronting here 
(as they groundlefsly aftirme) 
his Royall Perſon, and the Eng- 
lich Nation; Which alone had 
been caufe ſufficient for his ſaid 
Majeſty's diſpleaſure , and the 
reſentment of all his SabjeRs, 
which in otherwords is as much 
as if the Englisb Miniſters had 
faid, that to punish the ambition 
of a Burguemaſter of a private 


the Triple League , andthe Peace of 
Chriſtendom. This alone were = 
ſufficient for Our diſpleaſure , & the 
reſentement of all Our Subjetts, 


Town, who had cauſed him- 
ſelf to be drawn ſomewhat too 
vainely , Europe was at leaſt 


to be ſet jn a flame, and _ 
0 
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ſo horrid a fin could not be wash*d away but by a deluge of Chriſtian 
blood. | 

But to anſwer this accuſation more exaQtly, we-cannot \Mfi- 
ciently wonder at the carriage of the Court of England, who think 
to July to the full a Warr, where (o _— innocent blood 
is hed , and which cauſeth ſo generall a deſolation , by —_ 
little tales that have no ground 1n truth , and which areſo muc 
beneath the gravity of a Manifeff; And by their talking of abuſive 
Pictures, and falſe Medalls, and Pillars , wherewith they fay all our 
Towns are filled. For firſt, as to their falſe Pillars ( which by 
the way is an expreſſion ſomewhat {ingular) if they mean by it 
that we have erected Pillars ro the dischonour ofthe King of Great 
Britain, or the Englich Nation, it will never be found we had ſo 
much as the thoughts of doing any think like it. And in that 
ſenſe onely thoſe Pillars may with truth be called falſe. 

And as to the Medalls (which they alſodo call falſe) wenever 
knew but of a true one, wherein under the known and uſuall Em- 
blems , with both Poets and Painters, on the one fide Warr was 
repreſented, and on the other Plenty, and Peace, that produceth 
it , having under her feet Diſcord in the shape of a Fury that was van- 
quished, and should no longer deſolate Sretes that were become *' 
friends. | 

And this Medall, though it wasnot done by our Order , being 
look'k upon as very inoffenſive, one of our Provinces gave the 
engraver leave to fell it publiquely, as it is uſuall ro permit the 
Printing , and the fale of Books, which are not thought dangerous, 
or, out of a particular kindneſs, to grant a ſpeciall Priviledge to 
ſome private Bookſeller, and thus to preferr him before his Neigh= 
bours, Not to inſiſt now upon the Right we had , as well as 


|. any other Soveraigns, to make uſe of either Medalls, or any other 


uſuail means, to preſerve the memory of any Action, or Event, 
we might have thought conſiderable : and whereof eſpecially 
there are ſo many Inſtances in England. | 
But though we did not think the ſaid Medall could havegiven 
the leaſt offenſe, yet there were thoſe whodid maliciouſly make 
uſe of it, to exaſperate the King of Great Brittain ; And how- 
beit there was nothing more falſe, nor more groundleſs than 
C 2  Whar 
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"what was ſuggeſted by theſe weak informers; Yet to take off all 
pretence,and roYemonſtrate,even in the leaſt circumſtanceg, the fin= 
cerfty of our intentivns , the Priviledge gratited to the engraver 
was called in, altthe Medalls that couid be found were {uppreſs'd, 
andthe ſtamp was ordered to be broken, to prevent thecoining 
of any more of them in private. 

As to the abuſive Pires whereof they pretend all our Towns 
are full, the great noiſe they make hath no other ground but a 
Picture, which the Schepen { or Sheriffs) of Dore cauſed to be made 
of the Sieur Cornels de Wits , one of their Burguemaſters, 
and which, by a civility ſomewhat exceſſive, they ordered to be 
hung in the Chamber where the Councill of their Town uſed to 
meet- Inthis Pi&ture he wes drawn with a Staff of Command , 
becauſe in the preceding Warr he had been upon the. Fleet as our 
Deputy ; and the Painter had added to it, on the one hand a Ri- 
ver with ſeverall Ships, whereof ſome were on fire; and on the 
other a horne of Plenty, out of which flowed all ſorts of goods 
and Commodities; to ſignify that Warr had made room for Peace, 
and that Trading and Commerce had ſucceeded to Battels and 
Fights. Whereupon it is obſervable, 1. That the State had no 


Share in the erecting of the ſaid Piture. 2, T hart it wasnotthe - 


whole Body of the Town of Dort neither , but the aforeſaid 
Schepen onely that were his particular Friends. 3. Thatthis Pidt. 
ure ( of what nature ſoever it might have been) was ina private 
room where none but thoſe of the Councill of the Town had 
right to come in ; 4 and laſtly , that there was nothing abuſive 
in the whole Picture, and all that could be cenſured in it was the 
vanity of him , who had either ſought or accepted of an honour, 
which a more prudent man would have refuſed. 

Excepting this onely Piare, we may truely ſay we never heard 
of any other that was excepted _ , or complained of; and in 
caſe any abuſive ones had beento be found , the King of Englands 
Miniſters that have Reſided here which us, would undoubtedly 
have ſpoken of it, and deſired that the Authors or publishers of 
them might have been punighed. Which is a cleer proofe there 
was never any ſuch thing publiquely known. And incaſe any 
- have been ſold or diſperſed ſecretely (wich yet we do not _— 
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how can we be anſwerable for, or be ſuppoſed to have a hand in 
what never ſo much as came to our knowledge? 

Would his Majeſty of Great Brittain on paine of making warr 
upon us, expe& more from us within our Dominions, than hecan 
do Himſelf within his owne Kingdomes, where it is ſufhciently 
known how many bitter Libells, _ both his Perſon and his 
Governement , have been diſperſed notwithitanding the ſtricteſt 
Searches? Andit may be his owne Court hath nor' been freer from 
it than the reſt of the Kingdome; Andrthe liberty his ſabjefts do 
take hath been ſo univerſall, that they have not ſpared even his 
moſt retired | — His MimiHters have been uſed worſe 
yet, ſincethe Chancellour doth confeſſe in the ſpeech, he made at 
the opening of the former Seſlion of Parliament, rhat they were 
accuſed openly of Treachery and Folly, and were called, even in the 
Coffechoules , both Fools and Villains. Theſe are his owne words. 

Afterall this, with what Juſtice can they complaine of us, who 
inthevery heatofall our Warres have been guilty of no exceſſes 
that came neareuntotheſe, and whointhis laſt have ſuppreſs'd of 
our owne accord, under very ſevere penaltyes, two Pamphlets 
that ſpoke with too little ReſpeR of the Perſon of his Majeſty of 
Great Brittam; Although the Author ſeem*d to have been very af- 
fectionate to the welfare of our State, 


B®” We: are urged t0t by conſide- 
rations yet nearer to Us, then 
what onely relates to Ouy Self; the 
Safety of Our Trade, wpon which 


A*® this Article is hardly to be 
underſtood, and is backd by 
no manner of proofe, wee ſupe 
poſe they intended it for an In« 


the wealth and proſperity of our 
People depends , the preſervation of 
them abroad from violence and op- 
preſſion, and the Hollanders daring 
to affront us almoſt within Our 
very Ports, are the things which 


them. 


move Our juſt Indignation againſt 


C3 


troduQion to what followeth, 
and therefore we can confure it 
no berrer, than by an{wering in 
order to the matters of fat they 
do alledpe, 
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Gio Rigbt of the Flagg is ſo 
ancient, that it was one of 
the firſt Prerogatives of Our Roy- 
al Predeceſſors, and ought to be 
the laft from which this Kingdom 
should ever depart. It was never 
queſtioned , and it was expreſly ac- 
knowledged in theTreaty at Breda; 
and yet this laſt Summer it was not 
only wiolated by their Comman- 


ders at Sea , and that wiolation 
afterwards juſtified at the Hague, | 
but it was a repreſented by them | 
in moſt Courts of Chriſtendom as | 
ridiculous for Us to demand. An | 
ungrateful _—_— | That they 
chould conteud with Us about the 

Dominion of theſe Seas , who even 

in the Reign of Our Royal Father, 

thought it an Obligation to Fisb 


in them , by taking of Licenſes, 
and for a Tribute : kl who = 
their being now in a condition of 
making this Diſpute, to the Pro- 
tetion of Our Anceſtors , and the 


Valour and Bloud of their Sub- 


) 


His is the Grand-Battery of 

the Englich Miniſters : 'tis 
what they think we cannot with - 
ſtand; and wich they do with 
the greateſt confidence relye 
upon. Beforethey had this pre- 
tence they knew not how to 
overcome all the difficulryes, 
which ſtill hindered their de- 
ſigne. They were reſolved to 
make Warr upon us: They had 
romis'd it to France; And with- 
all they flattered themſelves, ir 
would much advance their _ 
vate deſignes at home: But they 
ſtill wanted Arguments that were 
Popular enough,to incenſe theNa= 
tion againſt us. They had need 
of ſomewhat more than their Pic 
turesand their Medafls. And in 
order to that , they contrived the 
ſending of a Yachtto ſeek out 


| Fleer, which lay at Anchor not 


far from onr Coaſts , to require 
ſtriking from our Admiralls; in 
hopes that the novelty of the 


thing would occaſion ſome acci- 

dent that might further their de- 
ſigns. Which plot of theirs, as we have ſince found, having too well 
anſwer'd their deſires; And excepting this ſingle point there being no 
thing in all their Manifeft , wherein the Englich Nation may con- 
cern themſelves, intheleaſt; We think it neceſſary before we anſ(- 
wer it more fully, todeclare both unto the King, and to the ſaid 
Nation,that as on our part, weshould be ſorry to deny them the leaſt 
prerogative, that ofright may belong jo them, orſo much as ro 
enter jnto any debate concerning what they may claim as their 
due 


jets. 
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due, whenthething doth not relate tous, or is not made uſe of 
againſt us; Wedo hope likewiſe they'l have ſo much equity as to 
heareus in our Juſt defence; and that the great noiſe the Contri- 
versof this Warr do make, $hallnot drown the ſtrength and the 
folidity of our Anſwer. 

For the clearing of this point, it is to be obſerved that till the year 
1653, as there had never been any diſpute about the Flagg, between 
the Englich Nationand Us, ſo it wasnever ſo much as propoſed to 
mention it inany Treaty. Which is acleare and a certain proof, 
that till then the Sea Commanders on both fides, were ſufficiently 
acquainted which what was to be done in thoſecaſes; and that 
nothing had been demanded in that reſpe& by the Englizh , but 
what we had been ſtill ready to grant. 

It is likewiſe very obſervable, that Exgland had never no thoughts 
of curing this right of the Flagg by a formall Treaty till they be- 
gan to ſuſpe&t, ſome difficulty might be made of paying tothem , 
asa Commonwealth, the ſame honour that had been paid to their 
Kings. Which induced them to have an Article abour it in the 
Treaty of Peace, which was concluded between us inthe yeare 
16 54+ 

The third thing which is to be obſerved, is that whereas the 
Court of England, inſtead of entering with us into the ſtrift Al- 
liance w hich his Majeſty himſelfe had propoſed to us, whileſt he 
was here, did onely renew the Treaty we had made with Crom- 

well, with ſome addition as we have fid before, the Article of the 
Flagg being part of the ſame was concluded with the reſt, Ann. 1662 
without any conference upon the contents of the ſaid Article, or 
theleaſt explanation of it's true ſenſe, further than what the words 
did beare. And afterwards, in the Treaty of Breds, the 19. Arti- 
cle, whichis\o much ſpoken of, was tranſcribed out of the Treaty 
of 1662. as that of the Treaty of 1662. had been taken out of the 
Treaty of 1654. So that to underſtand rightly the true ſenſe of 
the ſaid Article, we muſt go back to the Originall, and examine 
what hath paſs'd in London in the Conferences and debates between 
the English Commiſſhoners (wherof Cromwell himſelf was one) and 
our Extraordinary Deputyes, in relation to the Article aforeſaid. 

Anditdoth appear by the Journall ofour Deputys, which we 
have 
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have ready to produce to | aſtil what we doealledge (not doubting 
but that in caſe the Exg/z1h Commiſſioners bave followed the ſame 
method, and have likewiſe regiſtred what paſs'd, the ſame particu® 
lars will be found therein) That on the yz of November 1653. the * 
English Commiſſioners delivered to our ſaid Deputys 27. Articles 
which they propos'dto beagreed upon, and to make up the Treaty 
that was to be concluded. And that inthe 15, of thoſe Articles, it 
was amongſt other things expreſly faid , Thar all our Ships , as well 
men of Warr as others, whether ſingle or in fleets, mecting with any 
of the Ships of Warr of England, thould firike their Flagg and lower 
their Topſaile. 

Whereupon our Deputyes did declare, that they had order from 
us, to aſſure the Commonwealth, our intention was not to make | 
any innovation, and that we were very ready topay tothe Com- 
monweakh all the ſame reſpeRts as we had paid to England |! 
under the former Governement : And that therefore fince they 
would have a particular Article about it, it was ncceflary, in or- 
der tothat , toinquire of the oldeſt, and moſt experienced Sea- 
Officers on both ſides, in what manner the thing had been con. | 
ſtantly practiced, to ſettle it accordingly for the future: And the 
rather bonnlk it was never mniecd in any 'ormer Tcaty, 

The Conferences, both upon that point and leveral} others, did 
continue for ſeverall dayes : Bur im all chat timerhe English C ome 
miſſioners could not be brought, to «nter intro the Examination 
which was propofed , nor to referr it( notwithſtanding the reite- 
rated inſtances oſour Deputys ) to the deciſion of Seamen, as well 
in reſpe& of the Coaſts and Places, w here Strsking had ti]] then been | 
| | uſed, as for the Number ot Ships; Which certainly they would 

| not have refuſed if they could have proved that any Fleet of ours 
| | |'\Þ had ever ſtruck to a ſingle Ship of Exzgland , as they had 
| pretended at firſt, And on the 26 Decemb. V. S. following , they 
| gave our Deputy's this Article , in ſtead ofthe former they could 


not agree upon : 
That the Shipt and Veſſels of the UJnited Provinces , as well men 


of Warr as others, meeting at Sea with any of he Ships of _— 
*,Y the State of England , ball ſtrike their Flagg and lower their Top (i f 
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and perform all the other reſpc&s due to this State untill they be 
paſſed by. 


In this new Article, the Engli;h Commiſſioners not being able 
to inſtance in any Fleet that had ſtruck to a ſingle Ship, 
nor conſequently to juſtifye their pretenſion , they left out the 
word of' Fleets which was in the former Article , and lefr 
the thing undecided in this, That the Ships and Veſſels, without 
ſaying more. And at laſt after ſeverall Conferences upon the 
whole Article, it was agreed or both fades to make no Innovation, 
and to keep to the Practice, without determining theſame more 
particularly. The faid Article having accordingly been worded 
thus : 


Quod Naves & Navigia dillarum Federatarum Pro- 
vinciarum, tam bellica C ad hoſtium vim propulſandam in- 
ſirufta, quamalia , que alicui e Navibus bellicis hujus Ret- 
publice mm Maribus Brittannicis obuiam dederimt ,uexillum 
ſuum e mali vertice detrahent , & ſupremum velum demit- 
tent, eo modo quo ullis retro temporibus ſub quocunque 
anteriori Regimine obſervatum fuit. 


That the Ships and Veſſells of the ſaid United Provinces, as well 
wen of Warr as others, meeting in the Brittish Seas with any of #be 
Ships of Warr of this Commonwealth , shall ſtrike their ir —S and 


lower their Topſail , in the ſame manner as bath been heretofore done » 
under any former Governement. 


T his point having been thus ended, and the whole Treaty cone 
cluded and Ratified on both ſides, We gave ſtill ourgenerall In- 
Aruttions to our Admiralls and other Sea Commanders, in the 
very ſame words as before, not ſeeing any ground to make the 
leaſt alteration in them, ſince the faid Article left things in the ſame 
Condition and ſtate as before; Adding onely to them the Treaty 
that had been concluded, to bea Rule to our ſaid Officers, And 
being there had never been any clauſe inthe ſaid InſtruRions that 
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ordered the Commanders of our Fleets to ſtrike their Flagg to any 
of the English Ships of Warr they Should mect with, we did nor 
add it neither, itbeing plainc by all that hath been faid now , that 
we were no ways bound toit, andthat the Eng/ih Commiſſioners 
had waved that point, andinliſted upon it no longer, forno other 
cauſe but that they wanted proofs, to back their aſſertion. 

In the mean timec'ſeverall years paſs'd without any diſpute or 
difference upon that matter, between the Commonwealth of E ng- 
land and Us. His Majeſty now Reigning was afterwards re 
ſtored to his Crowns ; and in the Treaty which was conclud- 
ed with him in 1662 , the ſame Article was inſerted with the 
reſt, but without any more particular explanation, either by word Þ 
of mouth or in writing. In :667 it was tranſcribed verbatim 

| out of the Treaty of 1662 to haveit the 19 Article ot that of Breda; 

And in all theſe Revolutions there had never been yet any diffe- 

rence upon the executing of it, till the Month of Auguſt 1671, ar 

which time the Court. of England was pleaſed to ſenda Yacht into 

our Fleet, that lay at Anchor (as we have ſaid before) not farr 

from our Coaſt , which failing by one of our Admiralls, Shot twice 

sharp upon him, becauſe he did not ſtrike his Flagg and lower his 

Topſail, Whereupon the ſaid Admirall, who had no other order 

| concerning the Flagg but to obſerve the 19 Article of the Treaty 
| hy of Breda, confidering that the ſaid Article did not mention whole 
| Bi! Fleers , but ſpoke onely of Ships in generall, and that for the 
| "| abovementioned Reaſons, beſides ſeverall other Circumſtances our 
| o Wh! Fleet lay then under, to which the Article could not be applyed: 
| | | Ii And being deſirous withall ro pay to His Majelty of Great Brittain 
| | all the reſpe& he poſſibily could, he went himſelf on boarl the 
Wii Yacht ( which wasa thing almoſt without precedent for an Admie 
ua. rall, in aRuall command) and told the Capitaine with all imaginable 
civility , that without a particular order he could not take upon 
| him a thing of that importance, and that in caſe his Majeſty of 
| of 1h Great Brittain did think it was his due, the difference was to be 

| decided with us who were the Maſters of him the ſaid Admirall. 

| This is the grandcrime of our Admirall;'t 1s what we are accuſed 
q | of ourſelves with ſo much hear and paſſhon; And this is the un- 


I! pardonable Aﬀront we are guilty of, towards the King and all |; 
[0 Na- 
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the Enplich Nation. As for what they add of our carriage upon 
this accident, we'l have a fitter opportunity to ſpeak of it in an- 
other place. And as to the Dominion of the Seas, and a pre- 
tended Tribute for Fishing (which no man can tell-how they 
come to mention in this place) we'l onely anſwer in few words , 
that both the one and the other is altogether forreign to this 
Warr ; And that as in all that relateth to the Ceremony of the 
Flagg, we neverintended to makethe leaſt innovation, and would 
have no other Judges, to regulate and decide it, than the oldeſt and 
moſt experienc'd Sea-Commanders , ſo we deſire no new Privi- 
ledge for the liberty of Fishing, and claim nothing in that reſpe& 
but to keep cloſe to what hath been hitherto the conſtant pra- 
Rice, and to preſerve what hath been regulated by ſolemn Trea- 
tyes, near two hundred years fince, and which the Inhabitants of 
our Provinces, under all changes and formes of Governement, 
have conſtantly enjoyed without interruption. 


| ſnan===459 7 theſepro-| [- is hard to apprehend what 
vocations , We patiently| &provocations are meant here, 
expetted Satisfaftion, not being | for which (atisfaRion had been ſo 
willing to expoſe the Peace of Chr+-| patiently expeRed by the King of 
ftendom for Our particular reſent) Great Brittain, whileſt he was 
ments, whileſt they ceaſed not on unwilling to expoſe the Peace of 
their parts to endeavour to provoke\ Chriſtendom for His particular 
the moſt Chriſtian King againſt| reſentements, and which made 
Us; of which they thought them-| him ſend us another Embaſſa- 
ſelves ſo ſecure , that for above theſe| dour, asit is ſaid a little after. For 
Twelve months their Miniſters| if they meane by it the buſineſſes 
here have threatned Us withit., * of the Eaſt- Indies and of Surinam , 
with our pretended abuſing His 
Majeſtys Perſon , which they lay to our charge , We have already 
made it appeare that in all theſe reſpe&ts the Emglich Court had 
much cauſe to thank us for our condeſcention, farr from complain- 
ing of us : And this ſecond Embaſſadour they ſpeake of, did never 
make the leaſt mention of it; Which yet, in caſetheir Complaints 
hs neceſſary , to the end our 

denyall might have Juſtifyed their Warr, 
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Buten the contrary itis plaine , it was not without Myſtery they 
called back Sir William Temple, who had alwayes been zealous to 
prevent, or toſtop theprogreſs of all that might breed theleaſt mis- 
underſtanding between both Nations, and who had ſtill endea» 
youred, by all poſſible meanes, to preſerve an Alliance (whereof 
he had been an happy [nſtrument) entire; to ſend us agreat while 
aſter an Embaſſadour, who neither in the Memoraalls, he delivered 
us,norin his private diſcourſes, did not ſo much as mention what 
they haveſince made ſo much noiſe about, And if this patient ex- 
peftation relateth =my to the buſineſs of the Flagg , wel de- 
monſtrate in the two following Articles the injuſtice of this com- 2! 
laint, 
F In the meane time whatthey do add, concerning our endea® |! 
vours to provokethe French King againſt his Majeſty of Great brit- 
tain, isas farrfrom truth as all the reſt of their accuſations: And 
we do not doubt but that all the English Nation will give more 
credit to the ſincere Proteſtation we do make here, in the preſence 
| of God and men, that we had not ſo much asthe thoughts of what 
| they lay toour charge, than to what ſome French Emiſlaryes do 
| ſurmiſe, as much againſt all likelyhood as againſt truth, 
| [ We werethen ſo farr from having any | Zo underſtanding with 
| 
| 


— - 


| F+ance, that we havedrawn their Armes upon us meerely by our 
being entered into too ſtrift an Alliance with the King of Great Brit= * 
tam; And*tis too wel known to all Europe whether the Englisb 
||| Court, or we, have beſt kept the ſaid Alliance, and which of 
| | us hath leaſt ſought the friendship of the French King to each 
| | others prejudice. Since the Embaſſadour Montagu was ſent into 
France (wich was in the beginning of the year 1669. ) the leaſt 
clearſighted could eaſily perceive who have been the boſom friends: © 
And after reiterated Embaſlyes of their Grand Miniſters, as well ©? 
as what had paſs'd at Dover, together with the great leavyes they 
had given leave tothe French to make againſt usin England, Scot= | 
! 


— 
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| | landand Ircland, we muſt needs have been of a very eaſy belief to 
| [11 have fancyed,, we had a greater hare in the friendship of the French, 
| than the Court of Eng/andhad ; We, whoat the ſame time had ſer 
| outa conſiderable Fleet, to proteR the Spanish Netherlands, in caſe * } 


ofa ſecond invyaliqn, and who were very earneſt with England ” | 
be. i} 
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ſet out another for the ſameend, that we might a& jointly and keep 
up the reputation of the Alliance, we were entered into : The 
French King being then adyanced as farr as Dunkerke. 

But to demonſtrate further the injuſtice of this accuſation , our 
Embaſladour iti England having ſent us word, that notwithſlan- 
ding all the _—_— proofs we had given of the contrary, yet 
there was ſome ill afteted perſons who endeavoured to perſuade 
both the King and all the Nation, we treated underhand with 
France, contrary to our engagements. We immediately ordered 
him, todeclare in our name to His Majeſty of Great Brittain , that 
to evidence the falshood of thoſe reports wich were {pread abro:d 
to our diſadvantage, and to give his ſaid Majeſty eſſentiall and 
undenyable proofs of the ſincerity of our intentions, we were 
ready toenter into ſuch an Alliance with him as he should think fir, 
how ſtri& ſoever the ſame might be, and to go far beyond any 
thing we had already done, for ſecuring the Peace of Emrope. 

It is true, the reiterated proffers of our Embaſſadour were reje&- 
ed with ſcorn : But we could hardly have imagined, that after 
this proceeding of ours , the Court of England could fince have 
laid to our charge threats, which they knew full well to be ima- 

inary, and which we could not beguilty of ata time wherein we 
Pughe to unite us more ſtriftly; And whileft we were too wel ac 
quainted with their (ecret Intrigues with the French , toexpeR the 
aſſiſtance of theſe againſt England. 


T length , hearing nothing 

A from them , We ſent another 
Ambaſſador to them , who aſter 
ſeveral preſſing CHMemorials in 
Our Name, could receive no Anſ- 
er , till aſter be had declared his 
Revocation. Thon they offered a 
Paper to this effet#, That in this 
Conjunture they would condeſcend 
to Strike to Us, if We would aſſi#t 
them againſt the French ; but upon 


| TX manner of ſpeaking here 


of the ſending of their ſe- 
cond Embaſſadour, doth ſeem to 
imply that either this complain= 
ed, inthe uſuall form, of all they 
arepleaſed to accuſe us of in their 
Manifeſt,or that Sir William Tem 
ple had already made his Com- 
plaints upon the buſineſs of the 
Flagg, without receiving any anſ- 
wer to't, As to the farſt, we 
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condition, that it sbould never * -&A already made it appear how 
taken for @ Preſident hereafter to| farr the ſame is from being true : 
their prejudice. . And as to Sir William Temple, it 

would have been hard for him to 
complain to us of what did not happen, but very neara year after he 
had left us. But to infiſt no longer upon the contradiftions, which 
will be found in more than oneplace in this Manifeff, and to give 
an anſwer to what they do alledge ; It is true we did not ſend 
firſt into England upon the diſpute of the Flagg; Andas we were 
not ſatisfyed our Admirall had violated the 19 Article of the Treaty 
of Breda, we thought it fit to [tay for the Complaint of the King 
of Great Brittain, 1n caſe he did conceive we had not paid him 
what reſpe& was due to him. The rather becauſe the Propofall 
which the Sieur Boree], our Embafladour, had made to his Majeſty 
and to his Miniſters, (very little aſter the accident of the Flag) to 
enter into Conference with them, upon the ſame, was TejeRed under 
pretence that an Embaſſadour should be ſent to us. And when at laſt 
S' George Downing came from his ſaid Majeſty,wedeclared,in anſwer 
tothe Memoriall hedeliverd us the ,* of ſanuary, that all our Admi- 
ralls and other Sea-Commanders had a ſtri& Order from us , to ob 
ſerve punually and regulate themſelves by the 19. Article of the 
Treaty concluded at Breda, with His Majeſty of Great Brittain; and 
that bur intention was to have it as aſtanding rule to us, inall it's 
circumſtances : But that , ſince the matter in queſtion related to 
the execution of an Article, upon which the Complaints made 
were grounded, it was to beobſerved, 1. thatit did not appear to 
us, that generall Fleets were comprehendcd in it , and that no- 
thing elſe was mentioned therein but Ships and Veſſels indefinitely, 
And 2. that it was to be done eo modo quo ullisretro temporibus un= 
guam obſervatum fuit , in the ſame manner it had ever bcen 
practiced, 

Upon the firſt point, to shew the true ſence of the ſaid Ar- 
ticle, we uſed part of the Arguments abovementioned. And as 
to the ſecond, we offered again tothe ſai.. Embaſſadour toenter 
with him, if the King his Maſter pleaſed, intoa{trit inquiry of 
the uſuall praRice concerningthe Flagg; and that in caſei were 


found that our Fleets had ever ſtruck toa lingle Englicb oy” ” 
Shou 
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chould acknowledge the thing to be due, and would difpute 
it no further; Our intention being not to.recede from what had 
been ſormerly praQticed. 

Thus farr our Anſwer related to the matter in debate, and 
evidenced with how little reaſon we were accuſed of having viola- 
ted the Treaty of Breda, But we went further than-this: And 


. though we knew very well that in the examination which we did 


propole, it would never be found that our generall Fleets had ſtruck 
to a lingle >hip; yet infiſting no further upon the ſaid inquiry 
(w hich could not but have prov'd much to our advantage) we de-' 

clared that upon the ns, we had in the true and ſolid 
friendship of the King of Great Brittain, and in hopes he would 
perform what he was boundto, by the 5. Article of the Triple Al- 

liance , in cale France made Warr upon us, wereadily conſented 
that our whole Fleets, as well as our particular Ships, should ſtrike 

to any /ingle Man of Warr, that carryed the Flagg of his Majeſty of 
Great Brittain; Thereby to give his ſaid Majeſty the higheſt proof 
of the reſpet and henour , we would at all times endeavour to 
pay to ſo great a Monarque. Proffering withall to his Majeſty, 

to agree with him upon a certain Regulation concerning the ſame, 

x prevent all future diſputes and Controverſies. 

This in $short, is the ſubſtance of the Anſwer we gave to the 
Memoriall of Sir George Downing ; Which the Compilers of the 
Manifeſt are pleaſed to turn into Ridicule , whileſt they knew 
they were not able to object any thing rationall againſt it ; As 
though to juſtifye their Warr they had nothing to do but toin= 
troduce us ſpeaking impertinently, and to make us ſay what we 
never ſo much as thought on, 

But theſe Gentlemen do not tell us, that leaſt the thing shoul4 
be throughly examined, and to avoid ſerious debates , which 
undoubtedly would have taken off the pretence they did ſeek, 
and which they had need ofto keep their word tothe French, the 
ſaid Embaſſadour Downing was ordered to receive nothing from 
us after a certain number of dayes that were preſcribed to him, 
and which they knew to be tooshorta time to have an Anſwer of 
ſo high an importance ready , under ſuch a forme of Governement 
as Ours , where the remotenels of the Members that have a = 
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ciſive voice doth much retard the Reſolutions that are taken. So 
that when our Anſwer was brought to him, he would not receive 
it under pretence it came too late, and whileſt they extoll ſo much 
in this Manifeſt their great Patience, we could not ſo much as 
be heard, meerely becauſe we had not ſpoken ſome few houres ſoon- 
er: And therefore upon the denyall of the Embaſladour, we were 
forced to ſend our ſaid Anſwer direaly to the King his Maſter; 
though with little better ſucceſs. 


= the return of Our ſaid Am- - jms ſtill make themſelves 
baſſador , They have ſent an merry , and do fancy a cold 
Extraordinary One to Us, who in|alluſfion to the CharaCter of our 
a moſt extraordinary manner bas | Embaſſadour , will juſtifie their 
given Us to underſtand, That he| carriage, and their invincible ob- 
can offer usno Satisfattion till he| tinacy in refuſing to enter with 
hath ſent back to bus Maſters. him into regular Conferences 
upon what he was to offer them 

from us: As will beſt appear by what followeth. 
_ Our Anſwer tothe Memoriall of Sir George Downing (which he 
refuſed to receive) having been delivered to his Majeliy of Great 
Brittain , by our Embaſſador, he received a Reply from the Court 
of England, wherein they complained, our ſaid Anſwer was nothing 
leſs than ſatisfaRory, & was full of dark and ambiguous words, with 
ſome other objettions of the like nature. Whereupon we thoughr 
hr to ſend an Extraordinary Embaſſadour into England, with full 
power to clear w hat might be doubrfull or dark, and to add{in order 
toit) what would be neceſſary to expreſſe our true intention and 
meaning , which was to go much beyond what had tillghen been 
agreed upon, in relation tothe Flagg. In the firſt Conference which 
the ſaid Extraordinary Embaſſadour together with our Legier , had 
with the English Minifers, they acquainted them with the Orders 
they had received from Us,and having aſſured them they were ready 
to clear in ourname what might be dark, or ambiguous in our Anſwer, 
(without being able to bring the ſaid Miniſters toinſtance in what 
they found amis therein)they offcred them a ProjeR of an Article or 
Declaration more ample in writing , upon the buſineſs of the Flagg , 
wherein it w4s expreſly ſaid that our Fleets in a body , as wel - our 
: ingle 
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GngleShips, meeting with any of the Ships of War,that had the Flagg 


of His Majeſty of Great Brittain , Should ſtrike their Flagg and lower , 


their Topſail ( Which one would think was the fulleſtand ſtrongeſt 
explanatory clauſe, that could be added tothe 19. Article of Breds ) 
Without annexing the ſame or making it depend-upon any condi. 
tion or demand whatſoever from England. Whereupon our ſaid 
Embaſladours deſired to know of the Englich Commiſſioners , 
whether ſuch a Declaration would fatisfye His Majeſty, anditfo, 
they were ready to {1gn it: But the Eng/ish Commiſſioners anſwered, 
they expected an Anſwer tothe King's abovementioned Memoriall 
(or Reply ) dated the ,j February , and could receive no Papers 
that were not ſigned; And our Embaſſadours refuſing then toſign 
it beforethey knew whether the fame should be ſatisfaftory , the 
Conference thus broke oft without any further diſcourſe. But 
afterwards our ſaid Embaſſadours refleting upon the ſtriteneſs of 
the Orders they had from us, toomit nothing of w hat might dee 
monſtrate the ſincerity of our Intentions, and the reſpe& wedid 
beare to the Perſon of his Majeſty of Great Brittain, reſolved to 
paſſe by all other Conſiderations, and having drawn up and ſigned 
a Memoriall ( wherein theaforeſaid Declaration was comprehended 
with a promiſe of clearing it yet further in caſe they should think it 
ſtill ambiguous or dark)they demanded a new Centiithn todeliver 
it tothe Commiſſioners : But theſe foxeſeeing that ſuch a condeſcen- 
tion in our Embaſſadours might be a great obſtacle to their deſigns, 
& prevent the Breach, ifit came to be publiquely known, & they had 
freeConferences upon it; They had the skill to cauſe their Declarg» 
tion of Warr to be read and approved in the Kings Councill, which 
wasextraordinarily called for that end , and with great precipita- 
tion , an houre before the time they had appointed to our Embaſſa- 
dors, for the Conference which was granted them: So that when 
our ſaid Embaſſadours came to theplace of the Conference, they 
weretold they came too /ate, andthat the Warr had beenjuſt then 
reſolved upon , end decreed in his Majeſtys Councill. Upon which 
ground the Eng/ish Commiſſioners refuſed toreceivethe Paper our 
Embaſſadours Rad writen, and whichthey ſtill were willing to de- 

tiver ___ they were told the Warr was declared. 
It 18 eaſy to imagine how great the ſurpriſall of our Embaſla- 
E dours 
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dours was, when they received this anſwer; and we are no leſſe 
* aftonished to ſee the Court of England after all the endeavours of 
our Extraordinary Embafſadour to prevent the Breach, to accuſe 
him now ſo groundleſly to have declared to them, he could offer 
no fatisfaftion to his Majeſty of Great Brittain, till he bad ſent 


back to us, 
wW Herefore , deſpsiring now f| 
any good effett S faur- 

ther Treaty, We are compelled to 
take up Arms in Defenge of the 
Ancient Prerogative of Our 
Crowns , and the Glory and Sa- 
fety of Our Kingdoms; And We 
put Our truſt in God, that He 
will prve Us His Aſſiſtance in ths 
Our juſt Undertaking , fince We 
had no way left to defend Our Peo- 
ple from the Artifice of that Na- 
tion in Peace, but bythe Valourof 
Our Subjefts in Warr. 

We have therefore thought fit to 
Declare, and do hereby Declare, 
That we will proſecute Warr both 
by Sea and Land againſt the States 
Generall of the United Provin- 
ces, and all their Subjeits and In 
habitants Hereby enjoyning Ouy 
moſt dear and moſt beloved Brother 
the Duke of York Our High Ad- 
mirel , Our Lieutenants of Our 
ſeveral Counties, Governors of 
Our Forts and Garriſons, and all 
otber Officers and Soldiers under 
them by Sea and Land, to oppoſe 


all the attempts of the States Ge- 


] 


nerall of the United Proyinces, | 


Ll we have ſaid hitherto in 

generall, and in, particular 
the faithfull account” of what 
paſs'd in London , between our 
Embaſſadours and the Engiish Mi. 
niſters , doth ſufficiently evidence 
with what Juſtice they accuſe us, 
here, to have compelled the King 
of Great Brittain to take up Ar» 
mes, by taking from him (as they 
pretend) all hopes of receiving any 
fatisfaftion by a Treaty. Afﬀter 
that, it is not to be wondered at if 
they do think themſelves fo ſe- 
cure of the Divine aſliſtance in 
theirjuſt Undertakings. So God= 
ly a Warr could not want a happy 
ſucceſs. 

Yer wemulſt not forget that (as 
we have ſaid italready)in the very 
moment they call God to witneſs 
of our obſtinacy , and at the time 
this Manifeſt was read and appro= 
ved inthe Councill, they expe&- 
ed an houre after our Embaſſa« 
dours, from whom they knew 
before hand they should receive 
all the ſatisfaRion they could rea- 
ſonably expe&t: And even , that 


this Councill was called , with ſo 
or 


(3 
or their Subjets, and todo, and 
execute all Atts of bo#tility inthe 
proſecution of this Warr againſt 
the ſaid States Generall of the 
United Provinces, their Vaſſals, 


Subjetts, and Inbabitants ; Willing 
and Requiring all Our Subjetts to 
rake notice of the ſame, Whom We 
henceforth ſtraightly forbid,on pai 
of Death, to ; 

dence or Communication with the 
ſaid StatesGeneral , or their Sub- 
jetts, (thoſe only excepted who ave 
neceſſitated thereunto for the with- 
drawing their Perſons and Eſtates 
out of the UJnited Provinces.) 
And becauſe there are remaining im 
our Kingdoms many Subjedtr ofrhe 
States General! of all the United 
provinces, We do Declare, and 
give Onr Royal Word, that all 
ſuch of the Dutch Nation, as shall 
demean themſelyes dutifully to 
wards Us , and not correſpond with 
Our Enemies sball be ſafe in their 
Perſons and Eſtates , and free from 
all mole#tation and trouble of any 


on " 
old any m_ 
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much precipitation, to no other 
end, but to make the endeavours 
of our Miniſters fruitleſle, and to 
leave no further roome to Nego- 
tiation. 

Beſides, if the Warr, which the 
Court of England is entered into 
apaigſt us, bEſuch as they could 
not avoid, 'ahd which they had 
notdefigned themſelves, to what 
end didthey (ſeverallmoaths be- 
fore the Breach) fend Miniſters to 
the Court of Swede, and that of 
Brandenbourg? Was it toperſuade 
thoſe Princes to:ſtand faſterto us ;. 
And do they think we are allto= 
gether ſtrangers to what they Ne= 
gotiated ? Would they have us 
and the World believe, by an im» 
plicite faith , their ſecret under- 
ſtanding with France began with 
this Warr; and that they were not 
bent upon our deſtruction long 
before that time? All Europe 1s 

ufficiently acquainted with what 
hath been done in that reſpect. 
And: without going back to leſs 


kind. 


publick Engagements, and of an 


ancienter date (as might be that of 


Dover) inthe very additionall Articles-which were agreed upon in 
theFrench Camp,& whereof the Englich Plenipotentiarys themſelves 
ſent a Copy to the Prince of Orange, they do ow ne they had already 
concluded a Treaty againſt us, on the ,*of February 1672. that is, 
near two months before the breach,as well as before they knew-how 
farr we might comply with them. 


Laſtly, ro evidence thar their Declaring Warr was nothing lefle 
than grounded upon the neceſlity they hath of , it is obſervable =y_ 
E 2 made 
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made Warr uponus, "FIEEF-2. declared it; and by an unheardqf.-- 
proceeding had already fallen upon our Merchant Ships that &gtne* 
from the Streights, atthe ſametime we had ſent them an Ext: aordi-- 
nary Embaſſadour to offer them ſatisfation upon what they did 
chiefly complaine of, and to let his Majeſty of Great Brittein 
know, how farr we were deſirous of preſerving his triendship, 


Sto the Protetion which.is 
promiſed here to ſuch of our 


And further We do Declare, 
That if any of the Low=Contrey 
Subjets , either our of Aﬀedion | ſubje&ts as shall tranſport them= 
to Us, or Our Government , or | ſelves into the Kingdomes of his 
becauſe of the: Oppreſſion they meet | Majeſty of Great Brittain, "tis 
with at home , sball come into Our | w hat we donot oppoſe: -And all 
Kingdoms , they shall be by Us pro-| we can ſay, is x we havenot 
tefted in their Perſons and Eſtates. | cen as yet ſenſible of any great 

depopulation in our- Provinces, 

through the removall of our Inhabitants , nor that they have 

hitherto preferr'd the Domination of our Neighbours before Ours. 
Nd whereas We are engaged 


A by a Treaty to ſupport the 


if Iver Concluſion ofthis CMa- 
nifeſt is no leſſe ſurpriſing 


Peace made at Aix la Chappelle, 
We do finally Declare, That not- 
withſtanding the proſecution of 
thi War , We will maintain the 
irue Intent and Scope of the ſaid 
Treaty, and that in all the Al. 
_— b ww We have or shall 
maken the propre(ſs of this War, 
We have progreſs of care, t6 


preſerve the Ends thereof inviola- 


ble, unleſs provoked to the con- 
Irary. 


than all thereſt. Andifthe Com» 
pilers of it had had never ſolittle 
care of their Reputation, the 

ought much rather to have  ſtit- 
fled (if it had been poſlible) the 
memory of the Triple Alliance, & 
of the Treaty of Aix,than to have 
ſo untimely put us in mind, of the 
little value they have ſet upon 
their promiſes, and the ſolemne 
engagements they were entred 
inz6, both with the Crown of 


EY Apaineand withus. And indeed, 

it is hard toimagine they are jrrearneſt , when they tell us they will 

maintaine , the true Intent y/& Scope of the Peace of Aixla C _ 
: an 
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attEpreſerve the Ends thereof inviolable, whileſt they have entered 
"int6a League with France to invade our Provinces, and have kind- 
'Ieda Warr much more dangerous, than that wich was compoſed 
| at Aix: 

But the beter to judge of the ſincerity of this declaration ; and to 
the end it may appeare how farr the Court of England hath preſer- 
ved the Ends ol the ſaid Treaty, we delire the Reader to refle&t 
upon the following hints, which we darenot enlarge upon, for feare 
of being tos tedious. This ſingle head, to cleare it fully , requi- 
ring a Manifeſt by it ſelfe. 

The firft thing to be obſerved , is that the Treaty of Aix [4 
Chapelle was onely the Complement and perfeRing of the Triple 
Alliance, wherein what was executed at Ajx had been already 
ſigned and agreed upon ; And that conſequently thoſe two Trea- 
tyes cannot be divided , and ought to be look'd upon as one 
ſingle Freaty , though concluded in ſeverall places, and at ſome 
months diſtance of one another. So that the Court of England 
cannot pretend to have kept the Treaty of Aix, unleſs at the ſame 
time they can makeit appear they have not violated the Triple Al- 
ljance, and that they have on their part anſwer'dit's true vas 

. Itis further to be obſerved,” it was His Majeſty of Great Brittain 
who propoſed the ſaid Al/iance, having ſent us in order toit Sir Wi/- 
liam Temple , who did earneſtly prefſeus to join with the King his 
Maſter, to ſtop the progreſs ofthe French Armes, and by reeſta« 
blishing the quiet of Chriſtendom to ſet bounds to a Power , whith 
gave ſo much jealouſy to all its Neighbours. 

. That being overcome by the powerfull Arguments of the a» 
foreſaid Sir William Temple, we conſented to what he deſired of 
us : But as we could nor but foreſee, that ſuch an Alliance would 
exaſperate France, and might be attended with evill conſequences, 
we deſired at the ſame time, for our greater ſecurity , tounitewis -. 
more ſtritely with England, and concluded with thema Defwnſfve 
Leggens w hich till then we could never obtain, fi ng's 
Reſtoration : Not thinking\hat after that, there 


danger in aRing, jointly with Blix-faid Majeſty , and complyi 

with his deſires. | © ER NE. 
when Suede was"aduiinred” 
Z . ito 


4 That vpon the ſame grounds , 
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into the ſame Alliance, which * ad thence was called Triple, it was 
ſtipulated in expreſſe words in the 2 and 3 Articles, That to eſta- 
blish this Alliance upon a ſurer foundation, there should be for 
ever between the contracting Partyes a firme and lincere friend- 
Ship, and that to cultivate it, and preſerve it really and (incerely, 
each of the ſaid Confederates chould heartily endeavour , to pro- 
Cure all good and advantage to the others, and to preſerve them, 
as farr as they were able, fromalldamageand peril; For which 
end alſo all the Treatys and reciprocall engagements, that were 
reſpeRively between them, should be preſerved entire, and kept 
inviolable. And in the fifth Articleit was added , that in caſethe 
aforeſaid- goodiintentions of the Confederates, should bell reſented 
by any other State or Prince, and that by reaſon of the ſame any 
injury were doneto, or Warr made upon any of the Confederates, ' 
the other two should be bound toaſliſt him, with all poſhihle vigour 
both by Seaand Land , and notto call back their ſuccours, before 
they had procured him a reparation, and until}the danger was over. 
Now we aske the Compilers of the Manifeſt, w hether it was by 
their giving leave to the French to make ſo great Leayyesin Eng- 
land, Scotlandand Ireland ( whileſt they knew they were intended 
againſt us) they began to promore our good andouradvantage , 
as they were bound ? Whether their ſecret Intrigues with the 
French, and the engagements they had with the ſaid Crown, be 
What they call to cultivate the ſincere ſriendship they had promiſed 


© us? How farr their carriage in the Courts of Suede and Branden- 


bourg hath been agreableto the obligation they lay under, to pre- 
ſerve us as farr as they wereable from the danger that did threaten 
us? And laſtly, whether they do perſwade themſelves, they 
have honeſtly performed the Defen/ive League they had concluded 
with us, by their breaking with us, the very firlt, withoutany 
provocationfrom us? 
-But it is not onely in relation to us, the Court of England did not 
obſerve the. Triple Alliance : They have valued it as little both in 
other reſpes and upon other occaſions. Thus, although by the 
7. Article of the Treaty of Aix, all Kings, Potentates and Princes had 
a right to give their Garanty , for the performance of the ſaid 


Treaty, that is, in other words, to come.intothe Triple Alliance, 
wheres 
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wherein-the ſame thing had Srendy been covenanted ; And that 

urſuant to the ſaid Treaty , the King of Great Britraim ( whileſt 
bis Miniſters had other thoughts ) had ſolicited ſeverall German 
Princes to come into the ſame Alliance: Yet when the Emperor de- 
fired, awhileafter, tobe admitted in to it , theperſuaſions of the 
French were ſopowerfull, that it was denyedin England, after they 
had promis'd it at firſt ; ' And the faid Court began to feare to ſee 
the Peace too well ſettled, farr from continuing in their firſt zeale, 
_ keeping up the reputation of a league which owed it's being to 
them. 

Laſtly , ſeeing the chief end of the Triple Alliance, wasto ſettle the 
Peace of Chriſtendom, and that thejealouſy , which the greateneſs 
of France raiſed in ſeverall Princes, had been the occaſion of their 
uniting themſelves, and which in particular had moved the Court 
of England to make the firſt overtures of it ; The faid Court could 
not overthrow more openly all what they had done before, not 
violate the Triple Alliance more directly, than by ſetting, as they 
have done, all Chriſtendom ina flame z ahd by countenancing with 
ſo much zeal, the Armes of a Prince whom they had, for ſome years, 


madeit their glory to depreſs. 


And now upon all that ha's been ſaid(whetein we hope 
it will appear to every impartial] eye, that we have not 
ug'd the diſingenuouslicenceof our Adverſaries, in afſet- 
ting whatſoever may be for their purpoſe, without the 
leaſt colour of truth to ſupport it ; Bur have ſtrictly con= 
fin'd ourſelves to matter of fa&, juſtified by Authentick 
Originalls, and carrying undeniable ſelf- demonſtration 
along with it ) We Appealto all the World, whether, 
or no, there ha's been any thing done on our part, which 
may truely be faid to be an InfraQtion of the late Treaty 
at Breda, and of the ſacred Triple League , fo religiouſly 
entred into, for the Common Preſervation of the Peace, && 
ſafety ofall Europe ; Andalthough through the _—_ 
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of God, who ha's n_— i ſtop tothedeſigns of 
our Enemies, we are at preſent in a Condition to defend 
ourſclyes, (jointly with our Allyes to whom we are ſtri&- 
ly united ) and have no cauſe to deſpair, but that our 
Armes will ftill be attended with that ſucceſs, which the 
righteous God do's uſually giveto ſo juſt a cauſe, yet being 
alwayes ready to apply ourſelves to the moſt hopefull 
wayes of procuring Peace withall our Neighbours; And 
having more particular Inclinations to doany thing which 
may be leading to a right underſtanding with the King- 
dom of Eng/and ( whole friendship we moſt earneſtly dee 
ſire, and evershall cſtecm as the greateſt wordly bleſſing) 
We do here in the ſimplicity of our hearts, andin the 
confidence of our own Integrity, ſubmit the ſincerity © 
of this our defenſe to chelpdrement of the English Na- 
tion in generall , and more particularly of the High and 
Honorable Court of Parliament , as repreſenting the 
whole Body of the Nation, whom we are not onel 
willing to make the ſole Arbitrators of allcthe Unhappy 
differences berwixt the Court of England and us; but 
Should account it the moſt proſperous ſtep to an happy 
Accommodation , if they ( who mult be allow'd. to, be 
the beſt Judges of this Controyerſy ) would take the pains 
rightly to diſcriminate betwixt the true Intereſt of the 
Merion (which they repreſent) & the Arcicopgctences 
of ſome few Evill-minded-men , who ( for ſome ſiniſter 


© 
purpoſes of their own , very little: agreable to the duty 
they owe, both to God and their Countrey ). have, con- 
triv'd this Warr ,. in. order toendsequally deſtructive to 
England ,asto this ſtate. -- Ie dd Eh 
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